
EEDITORIALDITORIAL

We  are  entering  the  home  leg  of  the  GBU  year  2007-08  and  the 
outlook is very exciting. In this edition there is news not only from 
recently formed groups (21 active groups in the month of February), 
but also from cities where students are working to get one started. 
Our goal  is  to have 50 groups meeting within  the next two years. 
Ambitious?  Yes,  but  not  impossible  given  the  continual  growth  of 
evangelicals at university. 

Thanks  to  God  there  are  always  more 
events where we can meet at a national 
level and grow in our unity. Next month 
a  group  of  50  people  from  Italy  will 
participate  in  an  international  student 
evangelism  conference  in  Austria.  In 
May,  at  the  annual  “Festa  GBU”  at 
Poggio  Ubertini  near  Florence,  we  are 
expecting 200 students to be challenged 
and equipped for evangelism. Finally, in 
December at Montesilvano, in the region 

of Pescara, we are planning the third National GBU Convention. It will 
be  proceeded  by  leadership  training  to  prepare  the  student 
coordinators.
Any work that wants to grow in its ministry and outreach must first 
work to strengthen its base. Towards this end the GBU is benefiting 
from, alongside the work of the staff, the precious contribution of a 
team  of  graduates  to  support  the  groups  and  their  coordinators, 
called “tutors”. The development of the work amongst graduates is 
one of the strategies the GBU will pursue over the next few years.  
We have also started a think tank called “DiRS” directed by the heads 
of  the  3  associations  that  make  up  the  GBU  -  GBU  Florence  (the 
student movement);  Edizioni  GBU (publishers);  Sala di  Lettura GBU 
Rome (reading room) - with the aim of serving the university and the 
church by  considering the intellectual  and academic  dimensions of 
proclaiming the gospel.

The  opportunities  are  many  and  growth  is  evident.  We  need  more  
workers. Pray that the GBU will be able to help those who are ready to  
respond to the call of the Lord. 

Massimo Montello

NNEWSEWS  FROMFROM  THETHE  GROUPSGROUPS

For this shorter version of  the update, 
suitable for printing or email,  we have 
selected news from some of the groups. 
Each  time  we  will  present  news  from 
different  groups.  For  the  full  version 
visit  www.gbuitalia.org where  you  can 
download the pdf version.

GBU AGBU ALESSANDRIALESSANDRIA
alessandria@gbuitalia.org

Pray for this group, started in 2007!

Pray

• For a room at the university;

• For the growth and unity of the group 
and the for organisation of a seminar 
in May.

GBU BGBU BERGAMOERGAMO
bergamo@gbuitalia.org

Pray for this group, started in 2007!

Praise

• We thank the Lord for a room that has 
been  miraculously  provided  in  a 
strategic  part  of  the  university.  Also 
for  Federica,  a  very  committed 
Christian who has joined the group.

Prayer

• We  want  to  ask  the  Lord  that  our 
meeting  room  will  be  filled  with 
people  that  don’t  know  Christ  (for 
now there are 3 of us believers); 

• For His guidance in all that we do;

• That new ‘soldiers’ will join us.

GBU BGBU BOLOGNAOLOGNA
bologna@gbuitalia.org

The group has been going for about a 
year. It started with meetings in which 
we  had  talks  on  various  topics  (with 
time for prayer and worship).

A few months ago we started a website 
in  order  to  contact  new  students, 
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including international students.

Praise

• The  return  to  church  of  one  of  our 
students;

• For Minshan, Felix, Dario and Michele 
who graduated last year. Minshan will 
continue  to  serve  the  group  as  a 
tutor.

Prayer

• That S. and N. would accept God into 
their lives;

• For guidance for the student leaders 
and for a room for our meetings.

GBU CGBU CATANIAATANIA
catania@gbuitalia.org

Thank  God  the  group  at  Catania 
progressed  despite  several 
difficulties,  but  in  all  things  we 
need  the  Lord’s  wisdom  and 
guidance. There are many projects 
in  the  pipeline  for  Spring,  we 
continue  to  pray  that  they  will 
bring glory to God.

Praise

• For  the  GBU  Christmas 
celebration and the four flatmates of 
Marco who attended: they were really 
enthusiastic  and touched by the film 
‘Facing  the  Giants’  and  have 
expressed  a  desire  to  come  back 
again.

Prayer

• We  continue  to  pray  that  God  will 
provide  a  meeting  room  and  will 
guide and bless our plans for a series 
of  evangelistic  evenings  with  music 
and  testimonies  at  the  University  of 
Catania;

• That the Lord will  give the members 
of  the  group  enthusiasm  and 
motivation  and  make  His  warriors 
strong responsible and serious.

GBU CGBU CHIETIHIETI-P-PESCARAESCARA
chieti@gbuitalia.org

This  year  our  group  is  providing 
practical as well as spiritual satisfaction. 
Thank God for  the various young non-
believers who are joining the group and 
that the group itself is more united and 
loving  than  ever.  As  well  as  the  Bible 
study  meeting  held  in  Faculty  of 
Literature  and  Philosophy  (Chieti)  and 
Economics  (Pescara)  in  October  and 
November  we  organised  the 
distribution  of  New  Testaments  and 

Christmas cards.

Praise

• To God that he has allowed us to meet 
on  the  university  without  too  much 
difficulty and how he has changed our 
hearts.

Prayer

• For the new contacts, that they may 
find the truth that they are searching 
for;

• For the activities of the new semester, 
that they are undertaken to the best 
of  our  abilities  and  with  the  right 
spirit.

GBU FGBU FIRENZEIRENZE
firenze@gbuitalia.org

Praise

• For the students coming to the Bible 
studies in the faculties of engineering 
and psychology;

• For the training event 'io testimonio' 
and for the encouragement of being 
together with the students of Perugia 
and Pisa.

Prayer

• That God would be glorified through 
our  proclaiming of  Christ  and that  4 
students  would  be  saved  this 
academic year; 

• That God would use the gospels and 
leaflets we distribute to bring 18 new 
people to read the Bible with us;

• That  a  new  Bible  study  would  be 
established in the faculty of education 
sciences.

GBU GGBU GENOVAENOVA
genova@gbuitalia.org

Currently the group at Genova consists 
of  9  people.  We  have  obtained  a 
meeting  room  and  want  to  start 
advertising  on  the  campus.  As  well  as 
the  weekly  study,  we  would  like  to 
organise  something  special  such  as  a 

film or seminar once a month or every 
second month.

Praise

• For giving us  an alternative place  to 
meet  while  we  were  without  a 
meeting room;

• For the people in  the group and for 
their desire to grow;

• For the meeting room made available 
at the university;

• For  the  joy  with  which  our 
presentation  to  the  Council  of 
evangelical  churches  in  Genova  was 
received.

Prayer

• That  God  would  continue  to 
strengthen  our  love  for  him  and 
flowing from this, His  work.  That He 
would help us to organise our time so 
that  we can  always  attend  the  GBU 
activities;

• That He would prepare students and 
staff to receive the Good News;

• That  God  would  help  us  to  find  the 
right  films,  themes and speakers  for 
the seminars and that He would help 
us to organise these events.

GBU MGBU MILANOILANO
milano@gbuitalia.org

Praise

• Thank  God  for  the  new  Christian 
students we have met recently.

Prayer

• For the preparation for  three weeks 
of evangelism that we will do in April, 
especially for a room at the university;

• That  the  Gospel  will  be  proclaimed 
clearly during those weeks.

GBU PGBU PAVIAAVIA
pavia@gbuitalia.org

Pray for this group, started in 2007!

Praise

• We thank the Lord for the young GBU 
group here at Pavia! We met for the 
first time on January 19th, 5 of us from 
5 different towns! It is truly an answer 
to our prayers. The meeting was held 
on  Saturday  morning  in  a  university 
residence.

Prayer

• That  the  group  will  become 
established. That we would find other 
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believers at the university in the early 
years  of  their  degree  so  that  the 
group will sustainable. For advertising 
in the different faculties.

• As  we  start  evangelism.  We  are 
planning  to  start  an  Alpha  course, 
pray  that  God  would  enable  us  to 
choose the right timing and location.

GBU PGBU PERUGIAERUGIA
perugia@gbuitalia.org

Praise

• We  thank  the  Lord  for  how  He  is 
working  at  Perugia  and  how  he  is 
sustaining the group despite the fact 
that  we do  not  have  a  staff  worker 
since the departures of Giacomo, Kate 
and  Erion,  who  recently  graduated, 
and whose presence we were used to;

• For  the  Bible  study  and  the  prayer 
meetings  that  are  progressing  well 
and  for  the  new  people  who  are 
coming  to  the  group  and  for  the 
efforts of the students;

• For  the  churches  that  are  always 
ready to support the group.

Prayer

• For a staff worker who can organize 
evangelistic events and who will be an 
encouragement and stimulus to us;

• That all the members of the group will 
be  more  motivated  to  reach  others 
and for our studies.

GBU RGBU ROMAOMA
roma@gbuitalia.org

This year we have become a good sized 
group:  at  the  Monday  Bible  studies 
there  are  usually  15  of  us!  Among  the 
different  activities  held  in  the  Reading 
Room, the ‘Christian book market’ was 
a particularly positive experience. At the 
moment  we  are  working  on  several 
projects to involve new students.

Praise

• We  thank  the  Lord  for  how  he  is 
blessing  our  group  at  the  moment, 
giving us new students;

• We  thank  the  Lord  for  international 
students,  who bring  joy  and  cultural 
and spiritual enrichment..

Prayer

• We ask the Lord to guide us and the 
organisation  of  the  activities  of  the 
Reading Room in order to reach new 
students;

• We  ask  the  Lord  to  help  in  our 
preparations  for  exams,  in  particular 
for Julien.

GBU SGBU SIENAIENA
siena@gbuitalia.org

We  are  pleased  with  how  God  has 
guided us this year in the work amongst 
students.  We  have  had  different 
activities that have allowed us to share 
our  faith  to  some  of  our  fellow 
students. 

Praise

• For  the  contacts  God  has  provided 
this year.

Prayer

• For upcoming events: that God would 
give  us  wisdom  when  choosing  the 
themes for the seminars and for new 
ideas  when  organising  topical 
evenings;

• For protection for our plans that are 
always targeted by extremist political 
groups  at  the  university  trying  to 
undermine our leafleting;

• For the contacts, that we can cultivate 
friendships with them and help them 
to grow.

GBU TGBU TORINOORINO
torino@gbuitalia.org

Praise

• For the blessings of having Elide, Silvia 
and Guido join our group;

Prayer

• That God would bless the activities of 
the  group  in  the  Humanities  faculty 
and  the  new  group  formed  by  the 
joining together of the groups at the 
Science  faculty  and  the  Polytechnic. 
Now there are 2 groups rather than 3 
at  Torino.  That  God would bless  the 
members and their efforts.

• That  God  would  strengthen  our 

commitment and our service for Him 
as a united group;

• For the formal presentation of a 
‘cultural  project’  to  the 
organisation for  the ‘Diritto  allo 
Studio Universitario’. As this year 
is  the  40th anniversary  of  the 
death of Martin Luther King, we 
want  to  request  funds  to 
remember him through seminars 
worthy  of  his  memory.  But  we 
need 40 signatures supporting it.

GBU TGBU TRIESTERIESTE
trieste@gbuitalia.org

At Trieste we are about to complete the 
Alpha course. This course on the basics 
of  Christianity  has  been  well  received 
among the university students  and we 
are very thankful to God for the many 
contacts. At the meetings, the number 
of visitors finally exceeded the number 
of believers. 

Praise

• For  Marko,  Mehdj,  Agnese,  Mario, 
Damiano, Benedetta and all the other 
participants of  the Alpha course and 
for  how  God  has  prepared  them  to 
receive His word;

• For  the  support  from  some  of  the 
churches  in  Trieste,  who  welcome 
invitations to our seminars.

Prayer

• That God would speak to the hearts of 
all those doing the Alpha course and 
that  he  would  give  us  wisdom  for 
following up contacts;

• For  Liliana  and  Sintiche  and  for  the 
preparation  for  the  new  series  of 
studies in Mark’s gospel.
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TTHEHE GBU S GBU STAFFTAFF

The  Gruppi  Biblici  Universitari  (GBU) 
carry  on  their  activities  promoting  the 
students  spirit  of  initiative  and 
autonomy. In this context, the National 
GBU’s role is to create new groups and 
to  support  the  already  existing  ones. 
The National GBU collaborates together 
with  a  number  of  staff  who  are 
distributed  across  the  whole  national 
territory and whom you can contact if 
you wish to receive more information:

Florence National Office
Johan Soderkvist
President
johans@gbuitalia.org

Florence
Andrew Lubbock
Local Staff
andrew@gbuitalia.org

Milan
Dean Ingham
Local Staff
dean@gbuitalia.org

Naples
Massimo Montello
Coordinating Staff, Local Staff
massimo@gbuitalia.org

Turin
Michele Piccolo
Local Staff
michele@gbuitalia.org

TTHEHE GBU G GBU GROUPSROUPS

Alessandria,  Bari,  Bergamo,  Bologna, 
Catania,  Chieti-Pescara,  Cosenza, 
Firenze,  Genova,  Macerata,  Messina, 
Milano,  Napoli,  Pavia,  Perugia,  Pisa, 
Roma, Siena, Torino, Trieste, Veneto.

TTHEHE GBU C GBU CONTACTSONTACTS

Agrigento,  Bolzano,  Cagliari, 
Caltanissetta,  Forlì,  L'Aquila,  Modena, 
Palermo,  Parma,  Reggio  Calabria, 
Rimini, Trento, Urbino.

IINVESTNVEST  ININ I ITALYTALY''SS  FUTUREFUTURE: S: SUPPORTUPPORT GBU  GBU FINANCIALLYFINANCIALLY!!

The politicians, professionals, teachers, professors and doctors of tomorrow are 
all at university today. Do we want them to know Jesus Christ as their Saviour? Do 
we want their lives to be shaped by the will of God?

As a student you have had the opportunity to be Christ’s witness on campus, now 
you have the opportunity  to  support  the next  generation of  students  in their 
witness. Your support will be used to pay staff and office expenses, to organise 
national  events  for  student  training  and  to  promote  fellowship  between  the 
groups and to support and encourage more Italians to become staff members so 
that the work of the GBU can continue into the future.

If you live in Europe you can send your gifts through: 
Postal cheque
Account: 52472313 (Ass. Gruppi Biblici Universitari)

Bank
IBAN: IT32 D076 0102 8000 0005 2472 313 (Ass. Gruppi Biblici Universitari)
SWIFT/BIC: BPPIITRRXXX

If you live in USA, Canada or in UK you can give through IFES. 
In this case you can get a Gift Aid Declaration. 
Contact IFES, 321 Banbury Road Oxford OX2 7JZ UK Tel: +44 (0)1865 292571 email: 
jtannett@ifesworld.org or your national movement (for addresses visit 
www.ifesworld.org).

You  can  make a  generic  gift  specifying  “Gift  for  GBU” (it  will  be  used  where 
needed best), a gift toward office expenses specifying “Gift for office fund” (it 
will be used for rent and expenses), or a gift to support Italian staff specifying 
“Gift for fund Italian staff”.
We  encourage  you  to  become  a  regular  supporter  of  the  GBU’s  ministry, 
especially in supporting the Italian staff and the expenses of the office. A regular 
gift of €10, €20, €50, €100, €___ each month will give the GBU a greater financial 
peace of mind and a great opportunity to improve its support to the groups. If 
you  wish  to  receive  more  information,  or  if  you  wish  to  enter  into  a  regular 
support commitment, we ask you kindly to contact the GBU office. Grazie!

More information www.gbuitalia.org/investi/

The GBU Newsletter is a publication of the Gruppi Biblici Universitari GBU aimed at 
supporting the local groups of students and graduates, and giving information to all those 

who wish to support the witnessing of the Gospel in Italian Universities.
News and requests for information concerning the GBU Newsletter can be sent to the 

following address:  notiziario@gbuitalia.org

Associazione Gruppi Biblici Universitari (GBU) – CP 18256 – IT-50129 Florence – Tel: +39 055 417979 – ufficio@gbuitalia.org

...continue on www.gbuitalia.org

EEVENTSVENTS!!

20-25 March 2008 
European Student Evangelism Conference -Linz (Austria) 
www.becauseoflove.at
9-11 May 2008 
Festa GBU 2008 - Poggio Ubertini (Florence) 
www.gbuitalia.org/festagbu/
6-8 December 2008 
III National GBU Conference – Montesilvano (PE)
dirs.gbuitalia.org
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